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SUBSTANGE 


HERE is no | kbject of 

more powerful conſequen- 
ces, nor any which I more ſin- 
cerely with to hear fully, and ſo- 
berly, and aſpaſßonstelr diſ- 
cuſſed, than that, of which the 
preſent queſtion is only a part; 


- mean that given) ſyſtem of 
tb _, 


- al Iitinguithed from almoſt 
every other proteſtant country in 
the world, by our continuing to 
entertain ſuch laws, yet I flatter 
myſelf the time is come, in which 


prejudices have ſo FS ſubfided - 


may be on this ſubject, we may 
venture to ſtate thoſe differences 
with temper and moderation,” 


that I ſhall yentwe to lay before 


the houſe my ſentiments, on the 
| general ſpirit of thoſe. laws; to 


part, f MY may retain in Our con- 
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| his Which 8 pious 2 of our 
anceſtors has cn in order 


to produce religious unanimity . 
amongſt. us. And tho' we are 


even amongſt us, as that what ⸗ 
ever our differences of opinion 


And it is under this eee 


the end that whilſt we are deli- . 
berating on an alteration. of #1) = 


A2 templation 
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far it was ever juſtifiable, for the 


| temp malen the tendency of © Ihe 
_ hte That we may habituate 
our Judgments to examine what 
tl perhaps our prejudices. have held 
in veneration--—That we may 
ſee that nothing is too ſacred 
for enquiry—that nothing i is too 
wiſe „ 7, 
I have not been able, in my 
| reſearches | into holy writ, to meet 
with that particular paſſage of 
the ſcriptures which gives us an 
authority to propagate the faith, 
]. Tk a perverſion of morals nor 
Hall! preſume to determine how 


ſake of ceremonial uniformity, to 
build a code of religious laws 
upon the ruin of every moral 
virtue and obligation to Port 
uith the moſt facred feelings; — 
to violate the fondeſt prepolleſſi- N 
Ons 
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ons of the hm 4 Atto ſe- 
duce even filial duty; to tempt 


the ſon to become an intereſted 

and a baſe informer againſt the 

piety of his father, and to break 

the bonds of all family affection 
and fidelity. - 

Poſſibly there may de — 
thing ſo ſacred in the object of 
theſe laws, as that the enormity of 

the means, through which they 

operate, is to be overlook'd or 
forgiven! But certain I am, that 
wuhatever peculiarities of circum- 
ſtance may have originally fug- 
geſted; whatever - neceſſities 
may have originally juſtified the 
inſtitution of thoſe laws-—the 
ſpirit of the preſent time oppoſes 
them; and the proſperity of this 
any abſolutely po that | 
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Un thou d ; in ſome meaſure be 
alter d at this dag. 
Let us then begin with the bill 1 
which f is now before us - and let 
us ſeverely, but impartially, e xa 
mine into its import. . 3 
It is a bill enabling, in a par- 
e inſtance, the papiſts o 


take long leaſes or rather to re- 


move a diſability under which 
; 2 7 labour of taking leaſes at all 


in cities and towns —For in 


towns, nothing can operate as a 
leaſe, which does not confer a 

term of ſufficient - duration for 
building upon, the lands there- 

in being applicable to the purpo- _ 
ſes not of agriculture, but Babi- 55 
tation. 1 „ 
It than! you agree to this bill, 
you enable the Roman catho- 8 


ed to Ro their property in 
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building — which ! in the end 
will be inhabited by proteſtants; Y 


you encourage them to embark 


with you in the common cauſe— 


and at the ſame time you provide 
the ultimate controul of the beſt 
regulated gavel-clauſe that ever 
was framed, at once to guard 
againſt accumulation, and to pro- 
mote conformity. Thus the pa- 


piſts will have in one inſtance 


(hat I wiſh to Heaven they had 


m every inſtance) a permanent te- 


nure in their poſſeſſions.—— They 
will have one temptation (I wiſn 
to Heaven they had more) to veſt 


their property in the national 


bottom and finally this inſtance 
of toleration and indulgence will 
become the moſt powerful inſtru⸗ 
ment of converſion and amity | 
If you agree to this bill, you * 
„ 8 Wo 
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ſo * as it operates, Wal yours 
ſelf of their wealth; you will en- 
large their induſtry; you will aſ- 
certain their attachments, by the 
religion of an oath, and the obli- 
gation of their intereſt; jr pow 


wich reſpect to property, w which 
are the moſt pernicious part; you 
will extend the operation of the 
gavel, which is the moſt benefi- 

cial part of the popery ry laws. 9 
I ! heſe are the advantages (and 
if I have ſtated them fairly they 


are great advantages) which __ 


ane promiſes. - And therefore I 

cannot agree with the hon. mem- 

ber who propoſes to exempt from 
its comprehenſion all towns cor- 
LEA perate.—-Such exemption. wou'd 


too much narrow the operation 


ofa law Ack ought rather to be 


extended. | 


121 


| 3 1 would tend to de- 


populate theſe corporate towns 
It would cauſe a violent flux and 
alteration of property It would 
like every partial benefit, become 
a general evil. 
Thus far have I ated to you 
the advantages which appear to 
me as likely to follow from your 


agreeing to this Bill Let us now, 


examine the objections which 
have been raiſed againſt this mea - 
lure {---They all centre in one 


point, and are expreſs'd by the 


ſingle word influence. For my 
dv part, I am not ſuch a viſio- 
nary as to refuſe any man the li- 
berty of building an houſe, mere- 
ly to defeat any little power, or 
diſappoint any influence, he may 
by any poſſibility derive from it. 


But beſide my certain conviction 
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that circulating caſh is the moſt 


immediate and operative inſtru- 


ment of power, I am guarded in 
the preſent caſe from apprelienſi- 
on. by this further circumſtance, 
That of all degrees of depen- 
dence ſubſiſting between landlord 
and tenant, wt weakeſt 1s that 
which affects the occupiers of hou- 


ſes. If an houſe be large, it will 
probably be occupy'd by a perſon 
too high for influence: If it be 
| ſmall, the rent will be too low to 
produce that effect on any man. 
I argue thus upon general 


* 


principles - exceptions to iber Tt 


alledge may doubtleſs occur 


but too few to be worthy of ob- 


ſervation. 


But ſuppoſe Foie real and 1 
ſtantial influence were to follow 


from 


[TY 


from this bill !---Let it be alu 
ed that the ſame cauſe which pro- 
duces this influence, does provide 


againſt the ill effects of it. For 


what danger can reſult from con- 
ferring a degree of power on any 
man, if in the very ſame act, and 
very ſame proportion, you in- 
volve his intereſts and affections 
in the public preſervation. 

This courſe of argument I 
canfeſs 2 to my andertand- 


ing as deciſive. 


to a larger ſcale ! 
It the Roman catholicks are 
thought dangerous---let us en- 


deavour either to reconcile, or to 
diſarm them,—-But let us not be 
ſo abſurd as, whilſt we deal with. 


them as enemies, to ſuffer them 
to hold . the mod dangerous of 
" WY weapons 


But let us take this matter in- 
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weapon ready drawn (it 1 may 


y fo) in their hands -The 


* of the Roman catholicks 


at preſent may be rais'd almoſt 
in one day, and apply'd in,ano- 
ther.---Execution on perſonal ſe= 
eurity (which is all they are in- 

titled to) may be immediately 


obtained — and as for govern- 


ment debentures, they have, or 


; ought to have, as eaſy a curren- 
cy as the notes of bankers. 


Thus the whole wealth of the 


papiſts may, according to the pre- 


ſent policy, be divided from 
you, Or apply d againſt you at a 


moment's provocation; and 
whilſt by unequal laws you alie- 


nate their affections, by the abſur- 


dity of thoſe bud you facilitate 


the means either of their effec- 
| tual 


[ x3 * 


tual hoſtility, or total detach 


n:ent from your! =; . 
Wou'd it not be ite _ in- * 


volve them in your general in- 
tereſts ? If not- does not pru- 
dence at leaſt require chat you 
ſhou'd take from them as many 
— as 


cive on their conduct, as their 


property, inveſted in your lands 


* 


or your houſes! 
If ſome zealous prepollaſiians 


did not cover this ſubje&t from 


common reaſon, this policy cou'd 


not ſtand a moment's argument. 


But it ſometimes happens, in 
the infirmity of our nature, that 


men even of the beſt underſtand- 


ing and greateſt worth act under 
the dominion of narrow r 


ces, 


3 Yo 


; as poſſible to be the 
pledges of their fidelity? and no 
hoſtage can be depoſited ſo eoer- 
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: 9 ſpeculative diſtinctions 

Ing wr I 3 ſeen men, in or- 
dinary caſes of great moderation, 
gravely and acrimoniouſly en- 


geaged in contentions, not for the 


great cauſe of religion itſelf, but 
for articles of faith and opinion 


for external modes of profeſſion 
and worſbip. And indeed it is 
much to be lamented, that in the 
general enlargement 'of the hu- 


man mind, and extenſion of the 
policies of the world, we conti- 


nue to view this great ſubject 


in a narrow light, that we do 
not ſeem ſufficiently diſguſted 


with thoſe diſtinctions which 


heretofore embrued the hands of 


our anceſtors in the blood of per- 
ſecution, and diſtinguiſhed and 
. diſgraced the periods of igno- 


In 


rance and ſuperſtition. 
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In all other proteſtant coun- 
tries in the world, all religions 
and all perſuaſions mingle and 
are involved in the public cauſe; 
and religious diſtinctions, dy 
not being mark d out by the laws, 


ceaſe to be diſtinctions at all. 


Amongſt the noble inſtances of | 


wiſdom and ſimplicity, which 


have formed the policies of the 
moſt. weſtern part of the world, 


permit me to mention that pious 
ſhirit of toleration which unites, 
and ſtrengthens, and popu lates 


the colonies of America. Tat 


indeed is the bond of union and 


brotherly love, which, whilſt it 


indulges every man in the liberty 
of $7 own religious opinion, 


unites every part in the intereſt 
of the whole. In thoſe coun- 


tries the being deprived of civil 
* 


[ x6 ] 


rights, in Ts of a pe- 
culiarity of faith, is a thing ut- 
terly unheard of and unknown. 
In thoſe countries, where their 

numbers are ſmall, they know 
what an abſurdity it would be to 
entertain within their communi- 
ty any members who have not an 


intereſt in the preſervation of 


that community ;----and they 

know-that men will not have an 
intereſt in the preſervation of that 
community, which does not. pro- 
tet them in the enjoyment of 

: their rights. 

And here may I claim your in- 
dulgence whilſt I read the Mag- 
na Charta of religious liberty, 
which I have extracted from the 
ſtatute book of the province of 
Penſilvania The words are 
theſe: : a Almighty God, be- 
i» * 


L 27 1 


0 ing only Lord of conſcience, 


author of all divine know- 


« 1 2 faith, and worſhip; who 


— 


0 Na enlighten the minds, and 
convince the underſtanding of 
* in due reverence of his 
e ſovereignty over the ſouls of ' 

8 kind and the better to 

© unite the Queen's chriſtian 


1 4 ſubjects! in intereſt and aſfecti- 


eon, Be it enacted, that no per- 
« 55. who ſhall profeſs faith in 
G God the father, ſon, and holy 
e ghoſt, and ſhall acknowledge 
© the divinity of the holy __ 


“ tures, and when lawfully re 


4 quired ſhall profeſs and * 


„ that he will live peaceably 


“ under the civil government; 
25 4 Thall 1 in any wiſe be moleſted 


* or prejudiced for his conſcien 
6 tious 


1 8] 


4 tious perſuaſion; nor ſhall at 
any time be compell'd to fre- 
by ' quent or maintain any religi- 
© ous worſhip place or miniſtry 
* whatſoever, contrary'.to his 
„ mind, but ſhall freely and fully 
enjoy his chriſtian liberty in all 
* reſpects, without moleſtation 
Or interruption,” 5 LY 
Theſe are the golden words 

of that chriſtian ordinance, 
which has produced a degree of 

unanimity, that in ſome mea- 
{ure reproaches even. the refor- 

mation itſelf: they are like the 
ſacred ſentences of an oracle ;— 
I had. almoſt faid. they are like a 
new revelation, ſent down from 
Heaven to produce peace, and 
harmony, and good will amongſt 


men. 
As 


« 
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As for ourſelves let us con 

| ſider, that the time is long ſince 
paſs d, in which the recency of an 
eſtabliſhment required oppreſſion 
ſor its ſupport; or the weakx- 


neſs of government wiſh'd to di- 


vide, in order to ſubdue.— The 


time is come in which you muſt 
offer the Roman catholicks one 
of theſe two alternatives; - you 
muſt either ſuffer them to enjoy 
the rights of citizens and ſub- 
jects —or do them the juſtice to 
baniſh them from the country. 
—Do not think of flattering 
them by the ſupineneſs of laws, 

which may at anytime be revived 
againſt them :—and do not ex- 


pect their gratitude, becauſe you 


are not raſh enough to enforce, 


What you were uf enough to 
_ enact againſt them, —Eyery ſo- 


Us: 


as. 


"I 


* 
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id argument (I wiſh I could ſay 
every ideal prejudice too) is now 
removed, which might in former 
times os been pleaded againſt 
them: — the eſtabliſhment of a 
Popiſh prince on the throne is 
become a matter beyond the 
reach of the moſt frantick ima- 
gination.— The hopes of the 
houſe of Stuart are the ridicule 
of Europe; exhibited as they are 
in the perſon of a poor, degra- 
| hed contemptible mendicant 
without friends, without property» 


without Foſterity; to whom ſub- 


ſiſtence, and not empire, is be- 


come an object of ambition. 


The ſpiritual dominion of the 
Pope, which fornierly held the 
kings of the earth in vaſſalage, 
is now like his territory circum- 


ſcribed within the limits of an 
Italian 


t#E 


Italian province and as: for 
any title to the torfeited lands in 


Ireland the Roman catholicks 


7 are not nor cannot be ſo abſurd 


as to imagine that under any re- 
volution or any eſtabliſnment 


their obſolete and traditional 
claims cou'd overturn the laws of 


the land and the ſettlements, 
poſſeſſions, entails and alienati- 
ons of an hundred years. 

Let us not then continue for 
ever to maintain a ſyſtem of laws, 


. which we find by the experience | 


of above ſixty years do not in 
their operation prevent the 


growth of popery but of proſpe- 


rity ;—laws which are temperec 
1n the very bigottry of that reli 
gion which they affect to reform 
| — Laws which from their i 


Jus tendency muſt for ever alie 
NE, „mate 
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| 2 and offend; ah are too 
_ ſevere to be executed, and there- 
P do not bring ſecurity : — 
ws Which, before they can ope- 
rate, muſt firſt corrupt; which 
never can be uſeful, becauſe they 
are not juſt. Let us not be ſo 
monſtrous, as to ſuppoſe we have 
a right for ever to proſcribe 
three fourths of the community: 
Let us not be fo unwiſe as to 
exaſperate where we cannot ai 5 
arin. | 
& Let the Sm catholicks 
whilſt they live in this country 
(which is the country of their 
anceſtors) have the ordinary 1 10- 
citements to induſtry ;—and give 
hem a juſt and permanent ſecu- 
ity in that property, which will 


ko fruit of their induſtry, — 
f n all our care, the jea- 


lous 


c 
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Ious precautions of the legiſla- | 


ture ſhou'd' fail ſo far, as that any 


influence ſhou'd. follow ! in conſe- 
of ſech ſecurity; it is an influence 
which for their own ſake they will 


employ in the preſervation of a 

country, which they will then be 

taught to conſider as their own. 
The phrenzy of religious infa- 


tuation is pretty well baniſhed. 

from the face of the earth and 

if we do not revive it, in this 
country, by penalty and perſe- 
cuiffon (which have always tend- 
ed to reconcile men to their er- 
rors, and make even their abſur- 
 dities-dear to them) we may reſt 
aſſured from our knowledge of 
human nature, from our experi- 
_ ence of every nation in the world, 


that the eſſential intereſis, not the 


ſpeculatiye opinions of men, will 
te 
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be their 1 concern; 5 5 

that the wiſhes and affections, "x 
the heart and the of every 
man will be directed to the de- 
fence of that country which af. 

fords him Juſtice, tranquility, and 

protection. 

The enemies indeed af our 
conſtitution and national impor- [- 
tance have long wiſh'd to, pre- 
ſerve amongſt thoſe diſtincions, | 
which break us into diffe ent 
intereſts; make us ealy of ſub- _ 
jection, and as has been ſaid, a wn 

der even our population, s ur 
weakneſs. — But I hope that we, 5 

in the wiſdom of ſome unpreſu- 
diced hour, ſhall diſa ppoint the 
malice of their wiſhes——by do- 

ing juſtice to all that we ſhall 
make every man a party with us 


in the public preſervation. By 
+ ING 
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| Fa ment qu and in- 
duce, if poſhble, every man in 
the community to ſay I will 
a exert myſelf in defence of the 
4 preſent eſtabliſhment, becauſe I 
4 ow my ſituation cannot be 

— . by any change. 
Theſe are my ſentiments on 
this great ſubje&:-—They are 
the ſentiments of a man neither 
influenced on the one ſide by 
| prejudice, nor ſeduced on the 
other hy intereſt on the con- 
trary whatever property I have 
has been the forfeiture of a po- 
Piſh proprietor. —oThey are the 
| ſentiments of a man who waſhes 
to promote the proteſtant religi- 
on by every method which is 


: conformable to virtue and con- 
D Ts ſiſtent 


e 
ſiſtent with  ſafety=—[ have how- 
| ever been accuſed of partiality to 
the papiſts I have no partie» 

lity to then; except that which 
a generous mind naturally. enter- 
tains towards the opprefled.— 


As for their religious forms, 1 
diſlike them.—As for their ſu- 


perſtitions, T deteſt them. And 
as for their civil principles, ſo 
long as the preſent laws ſubfiſt, 
1 walk think them ſuſpicious-— 
But it is in thoſe very laws: that 

thefe exceptions exiſt; and um 

lefs you relax the. former, you 
will never remove the latter: 
for bigotry ever flouriſhes under 
perſecution, and civil attach- 
ment cannot well be the: — 
of oppreſſion. 


To conclude, I am a FREY to 
this 


Ta) 
Z this bill, as a friend to the religi- "44 
on, the ſtrength and the improve- 
ment of my country, and I am 


an enemy to the popery laws ſo 
far as they are ſubverſive of theſe 
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